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that	 affects	 dogwood	 species,	 specifically	 flowering	 (Cornus	 florida)	 and	 mountain	 (C.	




and	 reported	 on	 flowering	 dogwoods	 in	 Massachusetts,	 New	 Jersey,	 Pennsylvania,	
Delaware,	 Maryland,	 Virginia,	 West	 Virginia,	 North	 Carolina,	 South	 Carolina,	 Tennessee,	
Georgia,	Kentucky,	Alabama,	Ohio,	the	District	of	Columbia,	New	Hampshire,	Rhode	Island,	















leaf	 petioles	 and	 produce	 cankers.	 Dogwood	
flower	 bracts	 are	 normally	 prone	 to	 infections	
and	display	reddish,	brownish	spots,	or	blotches.	
If	 rainy	 conditions	 occur	 during	 the	 flowering	
period	 ,	 infected	 bracts	 are	 prevalent.	 Twig	
dieback	 may	 occur	 due	 to	 cankers	 at	 the	 leaf	
nodes.	Succulent	shoots	often	proliferate	on	 the	
main	 branches	 and	 lower	 portions	 of	 the	 trunk	
on	 affected	 trees.	 Succulent	 branches	 are	 very	
susceptible	to	infection.	If	the	disease	spreads	to	
the	main	 stem	of	dogwood	plants,	 cankers	with	
swelling	 and	 splitting	 bark	 are	 observed.	 This	







the	 lower	 side	 of	 the	 spotted	 leaves	 and	 large	 amounts	 of	 spores	 (conidia)	 are	 released	
through	infected	twigs.	The	spores	are	spread	to	newly	developed	leaves,	flower	bracts	and	
green	 shoots	 by	 rain,	 air	 currents,	 and	 sometimes	 by	 birds	 on.	 Germination	 takes	 place	





Efficient	 control	 of	 dogwood	 anthracnose	 is	 achieved	with	 cultural	 and	 chemical	 control	
techniques.	 Since	 dogwood	 anthracnose	 can	 be	 introduced	 via	 infected	 plants,	 careful	
inspection	should	be	conducted	prior	to	and	after	the	purchase	of	plant	material.	 	During	
dry	weather	conditions	it	is	necessary	to	cut	out	all	infected	twigs,	limbs	and	suckers	from	
infected	 trunks	 or	 branches	 to	 reduce	 the	 inoculum	 level.	 During	 the	 fall	 season,	 fallen	
leaves	must	be	removed	because	those	leaves	are	a	great	source	of	overwintering	type	of	
disease	inoculum.	It	is	important	to	utilize	proper	watering	and	mulching	during	drought	to	
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current	 label	 directions	 for	 the	 specific	 pesticide	 being	 used.	 The	 label	 always	 takes	 precedence	 over	 the	
recommendations	 found	 in	 this	 publication.	 Use	 of	 trade,	 brand,	 or	 active	 ingredient	 names	 in	 this	 publication	 is	 for	









employment	on	 the	basis	of	 race,	color,	 religion,	 creed,	national	origin,	sex,	sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity/expression,	disability,	age,	
status	 as	 a	 protected	 veteran,	 genetic	 information,	 or	 any	 other	 legally	 protected	 class	 with	 respect	 to	 all	 employment,	 programs	 and	
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discrimination	 policies:	 Rita	 Williams	 Seay,	 Office	 of	 Equity	 and	 Inclusion,	 rseay@tnstate.edu,	 3500	 John	 Merritt	 Blvd.,	 McWherter	
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